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CHAIR AND CO-CHAIR REPORT ON SUSTAINABILITY

FAA Update – Hot off the Press
C o n t r i b u t e d  b y  J a n e l l  B a r r i l l e a u x ,  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  
F A A  N o r t h w e s t  M o u n t a i n  R e g i o n

The FAA’s Guidance on Airport Recycling, Reuse, and Waste 
Reduction Plans has been posted to the FAA website at: 
www.faa.gov/airports/environmental/.  The guidance document 
was prepared collaboratively with an industry working group.  
Thank you all for your help in getting this guidance written.  The 
FAA will continue to update this guidance based on additional 
stakeholder input. This guidance will eventually be 
incorporated into a forthcoming update to AC I50/5070-6B, 
Airport Master Plans.  Please feel free to send any comments 
or questions to Patrick Magnotta at Patrick.Magnotta@faa.gov
so that we can update and/or provide clarifying 
guidance as needed. Again, thank you all for your               
help and support.

Newsletter Team Blog 
Besides the good cheer, fun times and helicopter rides, there 
was some serious discussion on sustainability at the ACI-NA 
Annual Conference in Atlanta!  At the Environmental Affairs 
Committee meeting the definition of sustainability resurfaced 
for hearty debate. Clearly the industry continues to struggle 
with use of the term and understanding its meaning and 
relevance to running an airport.  Your Sustainability Working 
Group (SWG) Newsletter Team tackled this topic in Issue #5 
(Winter 2013) where we explored “Does Sustainability Need 
a New Name or a New Game Plan?”
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In this issue, Chad Leqve introduces us to the Metropolitan 
Airports Commission’s new Sustainability Manager Tiffany 
Finley and explains why they decided to hire a sustainability 
manager.  Green cleaning products may not sound exciting, but 
saving money is! Check out Kevin Collins’ story on McCarran 
International Airport’s evolving custodial operations.  The 
Massachusetts Port Authority’s leadership in sustainability is 
well known; Brenda Enos provides this edition’s “Green Airport 
Spotlight’ highlighting many of Boston-Logan International 
Airport’s sustainability initiatives. Climate change and resiliency 
are hot topics in sustainability; Derek Gray describes how 
Toronto Pearson International Airport passed its first climate 
change test. Airport Cooperative Research Program Synthesis 
53 looks at “Outcomes of Green Initiatives: Large Airport 
Experience.” And TJ Schulz, President of Airport Consultants 
Council and sustainable foods maven, talks about blending 
sustainability across the organization in our guest blog.  These 
stories and more demonstrate sustainability by example.  
Thank you again to our growing community of contributors! 

Fall

Then as now, it became clear no 
one size fits all – no one term fully 
describes sustainability or is flexible 
enough to capture what is under the
‘sustainability’ umbrella.  The SWG’s roundtable meeting with 
the Operations & Technical Affairs: Facilities & Maintenance 
Working Group was further evidence of how sustainability is 
interwoven with a broad spectrum of disciplines.  

Then as now, the SWG has taken the approach to 
demonstrate by example what sustainability means across 
the economic, operational, environmental, and social aspects 
of an airport system. For instance, the ACI-NA Atlanta 
session on “Sustainability: A Business Imperative” explored 
case studies of how sustainable initiatives improved 
competitiveness, enhanced long-term cost effectiveness, 
reduced resource utilization, and improved relationships with 
key community stakeholders. This issue of the Newsletter 
continues the “by example” approach, highlighting the 
industry’s innovation, achievements, and resourcefulness.
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Hire a Sustainability Manager?
.M i n n e a p o l i s - S a i n t  P a u l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  D i d !

Contributed by Chad Leqve, Director of Environment, Metropolitan Airports Commission

The SWG Newsletter Team reached out to Chad Leqve, Director of Environment for the Metropolitan Airports Commission 

(MAC), the airport authority for Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP), to discuss the catalyst for the MAC’s decision 

to create a sustainability manager position.  Leqve described the move as a business imperative, saying “The environmental 

benefits of sustainability have been well understood by the industry for some time; however, the strategic integration of 

sustainability enterprise-wide to help drive employee engagement, innovation, increased corporate citizenship, business 

performance, and renewed community relationships is often less understood and just as critical to an organization’s success.”
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Tiffany Finley,  
Manager of Sustainability, 

Metropolitan Airports Commission

sustainability into business strategy with a focus on stakeholder collaboration.  With a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Environmental Management from Denison University (Granville, Ohio) and a Master’s Degree in Strategic Leadership towards 

Sustainability (MSLS) from the Blekinge Institute of Technology (Karlskrona, Sweden), she has advised international governmental 

bodies and innovative small businesses on sustainability.  She has amassed an impressive portfolio of accomplishments by 

defining organizational strategies that produce results through successful sustainability initiatives. Tiffany led a global practice 

serving more than 40 Global 1000 consumer product companies on the development and implementation of sustainability 

initiatives at Business for Social Responsibility.

In welcoming Tiffany, the MAC stated that “although Tiffany’s office will be located in the Environment Department at the MAC, she 

is the organization’s resource in the enterprise-wide development and implementation of MAC’s Sustainability Program.”  Tiffany is 

leading the development of MAC’s Sustainability Management Plan and the implementation and ongoing integration of 

sustainability into the MAC’s core operations.  Mr. Dennis Probst, MAC’s executive vice president and the executive champion for 

sustainability at MAC, envisions creating a culture of sustainability that results in it becoming “just the way we do business.”

Please join us in welcoming Tiffany to the airport industry and wishing her luck in her new and important leadership role at the

MAC! For information on MSP’s sustainability initiatives, please visit http://mspairport.com/about-msp/sustainability.aspx.  

Tiffany will present on the MAC’s Sustainability Management Plan at Airports Going Green on Monday, November 3, 2014

Leqve emphasized that the sustainability manager position can help provide “a visible connection 

between the airport and communities, focusing on issues of mutual social concerns that transcend 

traditional, and often controversial, touch points.” He contends that MAC’s approach to sustainability 

requires an individual who can work across organizational silos to galvanize an enterprise around a 

shared purpose that harnesses employee ideas and talents while providing opportunities for growth.

In keeping with this theme, the MAC hired Ms. Tiffany Finley in June 2014, its first sustainability 

manager, to help facilitate its organizational cultural transformation and comprehensive business 

integration.  

Tiffany came to the MAC from Business for Social Responsibility, a global non-profit sustainability 

consultancy.  The organization works with the likes of Nike and Boeing on the integration of 
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Innovating Toward Sustainability One Custodial Shift at a Time
C l a r k  C o u n t y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A v i a t i o n  
Contributed by Kevin Collins, Terminal Operations Materials Controller,
McCarran International Airport
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: Hydris™ unit installed in a limited-space 
janitorial closet

Staff dispensing sanitizing solution

Color-coded chart showing formerly used cleaners and the equivalent 
new applications of the Hydris-produced solutions

The Clark County Department of Aviation incorporated an innovative 
approach to achieve resource reduction and cost savings in daily custodial 
operations at McCarran International Airport (LAS).

In October 2012, the Department of Aviation tested a refrigerator-like unit 
that consolidates and simplifies the mixing process of common chemical 
cleaning products used in airport custodial work.  The pilot study evaluated 
the effectiveness, ease of use, and safety of the Hydris™ On-Site 
Generation Cleaning System (Ecolab USA) against the existing process of 
separately mixing chemical products to appropriate concentrations for 
carpet and hard floor cleaning, glass cleaning, the disinfection of 
restrooms, and other uses.  The Hydris™ System mixes mineral activator 
tablets with filtered tap water to create a brine solution that flows through a 
three-chamber electrolytic cell and results in a multi-use product. The unit 
generates 10 gallons of a one-step disinfectant cleaner which, in turn, is 
diluted to 60 gallons of all-purpose sanitizer/glass cleaner.  The 60 gallon 
sanitizer/glass cleaner concentration can be further diluted to a 120 gallon 
concentration for floor cleaning.  The end product can be safely disposed 
of in the sanitary sewer and requires no personal protective equipment 
(PPE) in its mixing or use.  In contrast, standard processes for mixing 
chemical concentrates with water require a “dilution control center” where 
staff are required to wear PPE.  The Hydris™ System eliminates costs for 
staff time to procure, manage, and handle the stock of traditional 
chemicals and reduces plastic bottle, cardboard box, and wood pallet 
waste.

“We like the Hydris™ System because it generates three different 
solutions that are effective at cleaning and disinfecting our busy facility, but 
are also non-toxic, which is safer for our employees and the environment,” 
said Ralph LePore, Clark County Assistant Director of Aviation, Terminal 
Operations.  “The system also helps us control costs with a monthly lease 
for the unit, reduce package waste and lower shipping expense.”  In 
addition to reducing pollutants, solid waste, and the carbon footprint from 
transporting cleaning products, the pilot program found that the Hydris™ 
System saved $10,000-$15,000 per year on chemical costs alone.  

LAS continues to explore other sustainable and cost-effective opportunities 
including a low-volatile organic compound (VOC) paint stripper and a 
Green Seal GS-40-Certified finisher for hard-surface floor care.  The 
airport is also testing coreless toilet paper and paper towel dispensers that 
eliminate stub rolls to reduce cardboard waste and remove unused paper 
towels from the airport’s waste stream. 

Hydris™ mineral 
activator tablets

For more information LAS, visit www.mccarran.com.  To learn more 
about the Hydris™ System, visit www.ecolab.com/program/hydris. 
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In future years, climate change will manifest itself as 
more than just sea level rise and associated storm 
surges, but also as an increase in extreme weather 
events.  At Toronto Pearson International Airport (YYZ) 
the daily average temperature has increased 1.0⁰C from 
1961-2010, as shown in the table, with the magnitude of 
the change also increasing.

Due to the failure of an inlet valve (which didn’t close during the 
storm), the underground tank of the Moores Creek Stormwater
facility over-performed; this allowed the tank to collect 
approximately 55 million liters or 13 million liters above its 
intended capacity.

The effects of this storm were incorporated into the Climate 
Change Vulnerability Assessment for Selected Stormwater
Infrastructure at YYZ which studied the impact of existing and 
future climates.  The Assessment used the Public Infrastructure 
Engineering Vulnerability Committee Engineering Protocol to 
conduct a step-by-step engineering analysis on the efficiency of 
stormwater infrastructure at YYZ.  The Vulnerability Assessment 
indicates that YYZ’s stormwater facilities have a relatively low 
vulnerability to the impacts of future climate change.  The study 
will be available at www.pievc.ca.  
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Stormwater Management Facilities Pass First Climate Change Test
Contributed by Derek R. Gray, Manager, Environmental Services at Toronto Pearson

Of a greater concern to YYZ is the increase of extreme 
summer precipitation events in Southern Ontario. Over 
the last decade there has been an increase in severe 
summer storms that are characteristically quick forming, 
short-lived, and include intense localized rainfall.

One of these events occurred on July 8, 2013, when YYZ 
received 126 mm (5 inches) of precipitation in just over 
two hours. The rainfall exceeded that of a 100 year 
storm and was centered over the southeast quadrant of 
the airport.  Preliminary damage estimates by the 
Insurance Bureau of Canada in and around Toronto were 
in excess of $850 million. Despite the impact on airport 
operations (350 cancelled flights) due to the localized 
airfield flooding, ancillary damage to non-operational 
airport infrastructure was less than $10 million.

Data Range
Daily Average 
Temperature

Daily Average 
Temperature Change

1961 – 1990 45.0°F / 7.2°C n/a

1971 – 2000 45.5°F / 7.5°C 0.5°F / 0.3°C

1981 – 2010 46.8°F / 8.2°C 1.3°F / 0.7°C

Canadian Climate Normals Station Data

Convair Drive on July 8 around 7:30 pm versus on a regular summer day; 
Convair Drive had over 5 cm of water on it 

YYZ’s stormwater facilities mitigated the potential 
downstream impacts by “over performing” during the July 
8 storm.  Since assuming the operation of YYZ, the 
GTAA has invested more than $120 million in stormwater
management, resulting in the construction of a Central 
Deicing Facility, the construction and expansion of four 
stormwater facilities and 13 stormwater ponds. 

YYZ airfield

Photos courtesy of YYZ

Derek Gray will moderate the “International 
Perspectives Panel” at the Airports Going Green 

Conference on Tuesday, November 4, 2014.



Green Airport Spotlight

Send Your Ideas to:

Boston Logan International Airport (BOS)

Cynthia Parker, Chair  |  email cynthia.parker@phoenix.gov  | tel 602.273.2730

Emily Sing, Co-Chair  |  email emily.sing@flysfo.com  |  tel 650.821.7711

Gene Peters, Technical Support  |  email epeters@ricondo.com  | tel 773.462.7333

ACI-NA Sustainability Working Group page 5 of 10

Contributed by Brenda L. Enos, Assistant Director, Capital Programs & Environmental Management, Massachusetts 
Port Authority (massport)

Located three miles from downtown,  Boston’s Logan International Airport (BOS) is the nation’s 19th busiest airport. 
Through the continuous improvement of its environmental performance, BOS implements pollution prevention 
measures, both to the extent feasible and practicable in a manner that is consistent with Massport’s overall mission 
and goals. Recent environmental initiatives include:
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C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e n t a l  C a r  C e n t e r  ( R C C )  

• $310 million project that consolidated nine rental car agencies into one 
Garage and Customer Service Center.  

• 1.2 million square-foot garage has three levels for each rental car “family” 
and a roof level for overflow parking.  

• Solar panels account for 2.5% of the RCC’s energy usage.

C o m p r e s s e d  N a t u r a l  G a s  ( C N G )  B u s  F l e e t

• RCC Unified Busing System reduces the amount of bus trips from 100 to 
30 per hour by eliminating the need for rental car agencies to individually 
bus customers from the airport terminals.

• The $35 million project was partially funded by a Federal Aviation 
Administration VALE (Voluntary Airport Low Emissions) Program grant.

R e c y c l i n g  B i n  “ G r e e n  P r o j e c t ”  A r t  C o n t e s t

• 20 fifth grade classes from East Boston, South Boston and Winthrop drew 
an image of what recycling means to them and how it can shape their 
future; four were chosen as contest winners and their designs were placed 
on the terminal recycling bins using vinyl wraps.

L o g a n  O f f i c e  C e n t e r  W i n d  Tu r b i n e s

• BOS was the first commercial airport to generate clean energy using wind 
turbines with 20 roof-mounted turbines installed in 2008.

• Each turbine measures 6 feet wide by 8 feet tall and weighs 90 pounds; 
their downward-angled design provides stability in turbulent conditions 
and helps them capture air flow from building aerodynamics. 

C o o l  G l o b e s  A r t  E x h i b i t  ( A u g – O c t  2 0 1 3 )

• Three large Cool Globes and 16 mini-globes in Terminals A, C and E 
identify Massport environmental initiatives.

• Raised awareness about climate change and offered everyday solutions 
for people to decrease their carbon footprint.

Photos courtesy of BOS

For more information on BOS’s sustainability initiatives, please visit 
www.massport.com/environment/. 
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A CLOSER LOOK 
ACRP Synthesis 53 – Outcomes of Green Initiatives: Large Airport Experience

Contributed by Elizabeth Delaney, Vice President, First Environment, Inc.

Status: Completed 2014 TRB Coordinator: Gail Staba

Available: www.trb.org/ACRP/Blurbs/170655.aspx

Principal Investigator: Elizabeth Delaney and Barbara Thomson, JD, First Environment, Inc.

Panel Members: Stephen Barrett (Harris Miller Miller & Hanson Inc., Burlington, Massachusetts); Amy Malick (Chicago 
Department of Aviation); Paul R. Manasjan (San Diego County Regional Airport Authority); Lyne Michaud (Aeroports de 
Montréal); Arlyn Purcell (Port Authority of New York & New Jersey); Megan S. Ryerson (University of Pennsylvania); Burr 
Stewart (Burrst, Seattle, Washington); Patrick Magnotta (FAA Liaison).

Synthesis 53 assessed the impact of green initiatives on airports and the surrounding 
community.  An airport survey explored the drivers and outcomes of green initiatives at 
large hub U.S. and Canadian airports, focusing on lessons learned and positive 
impacts on the environment, financial performance, and the community.

In total, 88 sustainability initiatives were identified and separated into categories 
derived from the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Sustainability Reporting Guidelines & 
Airport Operators Sector Supplement. The most widely identified initiative category was 
“waste and recycling.” Others included, in order of number of practices represented: 
green transportation; energy; water resources, wastewater and stormwater; air quality 
and greenhouse gas (GHG); green buildings; noise; green construction; material 
purchasing and use; life cycle assessment; land use, biodiversity, wildlife management 
and restoration; and adaptation to climate change.  The survey was supplemented with 
detailed case studies of specific sustainability initiatives, providing a roadmap of how to 
implement a practice. 

The study found that drivers for green initiatives reflect the unique characteristics of an 
airport and the community in which it exists. Often, the initiatives are not standalone, 
but critical components of the airport’s mission and overall strategy for continued 
growth and success. The survey results and case studies supported the theme that 
cost savings drive the attractiveness of an initiative.

Organizational governance and processes to support green initiatives are of critical 
importance in implementing practices.  In particular, environmental management 
systems (EMSs) were mentioned as valuable tools to establish organizational 
governance. Another area of consensus was in assessing and reporting on 
performance, although there was a fair amount of variation in how this was done.

Airports recognized that their green initiatives improved sustainability performance, 
industry recognition, and management confidence. Risk reduction, protection of 
environmentally sensitive receptors, improved compliance and regulator relations, and 
improved tenant and customer relationships were also recognized benefits. In fact, 
many of the environmental practices airports have employed have brought triple 
bottom line improvements; that is, improvements to the environment, to society as a 
whole, and to the airport’s long-term economic outlook.
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Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) Projects on Sustainability

Portland International Airport
LEED Platinum Headquarters Building

Green Cabs Line Up Outside of 
San Diego International Airport
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Anticipated Projects (2015)

02-60 Managing Perfluorocarbon Impacts at Airports

02-61
Airport Stormwater Management: Compilation, Update, and Training 
Materials

02-62
Incorporating Green Infrastructure for Stormwater Management at 
Airports

02-63 Improving Ground Access Vehicle Emissions Modeling

02-64
Guidance and Best Practices for Strategically Incorporating Pervious 
Pavement

02-65 Tracking Aviation Alternative Fuel

02-67
Air Quality Management: Toolbox, Research Compilation, Gap 
Analysis, and Training Materials

Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) Projects on Sustainability

ACI-NA Sustainability Working Group page 7 of 10

Active Projects

02-30 Enhancing the Airport-Industry SAGA Website

02-34 Quantifying Aircraft Lead Emissions at Airports

02-39 Applying Whole Effluent Toxicity Testing to Airport Deicing Runoff

02-40 Climate Change Risk Assessment & Adaptation Planning

02-42 Understanding Air Quality & Public Health Studies

02-43
Development of a NOx Chemistry Module for EDMS/AEDT to 
Predict NO2 Concentrations

02-44 Helicopter Noise Modeling Guidance

02-45
Methodology to Improve EDMS/AEDT Quantification of Aircraft 
Taxi/Idle Emissions

02-46
Improving Ground Support Equipment Operational Data for Airport 
Emissions Modeling 

02-48 Assessing Community Annoyance of Helicopter Noise

02-49 Addressing Significant Weather Impacts on Airports 

02-50 Deriving Benefits from Alternative Aircraft-Taxi Systems

02-51
Evaluating Methods for Determining Interior Noise Levels Used in 
Airport Sound Insulation Programs

02-52
Improving AEDT Noise Modeling of Hard, Soft, and Mixed Ground 
Surfaces

02-53 Interpreting Airport Water Monitoring Results

02-54 Measuring and Understanding Emission Factors for GA Aircraft
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Contributed by Gail Staba, Airport Cooperative Research Program, Transportation Research Board, gstaba@nas.edu.

Hot Off The Press in 2014!

Syn 53 Outcomes of Green Initiatives: Large Airport Experience

Rpt 83 Assessing Opportunities for Alternative Fuel Distribution Programs

Rpt 84 Guidebook for Preparing Airport Emissions Inventories for State Implementation Plans

Rpt 89 Guidelines for Airport Sound Insulation Programs

Rpt 97 Measuring PM Emissions from Aircraft Auxiliary Power Units, Tires, and Brakes

Rpt 99 Guidance for Treatment of Airport Stormwater Containing Deicers

Rpt 100 Recycling Best Practices—A Guidebook for Advancing Recycling from Aircraft Cabins

Rpt 102 Guidance for Estimating Airport Construction Emissions

Rpt 105 Guidelines for Ensuring Longevity in Airport Sound Insulation Programs

Rpt 108 Guidebook for Energy Facilities Compatibility with Airports & Airspace

Rpt 110 Evaluating Impacts of Sustainability Practices on Airport Operations and Maintenance

To download completed reports or view the status of active or 
anticipated ACRP reports, please visit 

www.trb.org/ACRP/ACRP.aspx.   

Active Projects (continued)

02-55 Enhanced AEDT Modeling of Aircraft Arrival and Departure Profiles

02-56 Developing an Airport Business Case for Renewable Energy 

02-57 Reducing the Impact of Lead Emissions at Airports

02-58
Dispersion Modeling Guidance for Airports Addressing Local Air 
Quality Health Concerns

02-59 Water Efficiency Management Strategies for Airports 
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Of course some airports are taking “locally sourced” to the 
next level by creating gardens and food sources on their 
own property. Airports are meeting their sustainability goals 
by promoting the local culture and by being more 
economically self-reliant through offering fantastic dining 
and shopping options for travelers. As a result, today’s 
airport terminals are a better place to be, to eat, and enjoy 
the local flavor of the community. What could be better?
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Are We Beyond Thinking “Sustainability”?
G u e s t  B l o g

Contributed by T.J. Schulz, President, 
Airport Consultants Council (ACC)

to deliver sustainable projects.  Their clients were demanding it! 
ACC in turn teamed with ACI, AAAE and other industry experts 
to form the Sustainable Aviation Guidance Alliance (SAGA) 
(www.airportsustainability.org/), and we quickly set up a 
Sustainability Committee to help educate the membership on 
sustainable practices. 

Fast forward to now, and you will find that ACC doesn’t have a 
stand-alone Sustainability Committee.  Rather, sustainability 
has become ingrained in ACC’s technical committee agendas 
and activities. Our collective efforts to continue educating the 
industry and promote sustainable practices is by no means 
over, but we are definitely making good progress.

You can see a similar evolution in our daily lives.  Doesn’t it 
seem that sustainability is much more pervasive in our daily 
activities? One particular aspect I truly enjoy is the emphasis 
on locally-sourced food.  Not only are farmers markets 
exploding, but local food is available at our grocery stores.  And 
how great has the locally-sourced movement been in helping to 
expand the variety and quality of restaurants at airports? 

Spending time waiting for flights has never been better. I love 
going to the new restaurants now populating airports across the 
country and sampling the variety of local food and drinks. I’m 
doing my very best to try as many local beers as possible, but 
they just keep popping up. The micro-brew trend has truly been 
a boon for beer lovers!

For more information on the Airport Consultants 
Council, please visit: www.acconline.org/. 

T.J. Schulz, President, ACC 

My, how time flies.  I am struck by how 
much our industry has changed with 
regards to sustainability over my 8 years 
at ACC.  Sustainability really hit home 
for our organization in the summer of 
2007.  The members of the ACC 
Engineering Committee – which is 
comprised of airfield engineers – started 
asking ACC for more guidance on how

Sustainability at the National 
Organizational Level
A A A E ,  A C I ,  A C C ,  A 4 A ,  N B A A 
R o u n d t a b l e

T.J. will join Phil Ralston of Portland International Airport, 
Katherine Preston, ACI, Melissa Sabatine, American 
Association of Airport Executives (AAAE), Christa 
Fornarotto, National Business Aviation Association (NBAA), 
and Nancy Young, Airlines for America, for the panel on 
“Sustainability at the National Organizational Level” at the 
Airports Going Green Conference in Chicago on Monday, 
November 3.  The session brings together professional 
aviation associations and organizations to explain the 
dynamics of sustainability on a national level.  The 
discussion will include talks on how professional 
associations can work together and be advocates for 
sustainability in aviation.

Join T.J. at the Airports Going Green “Sustainable Foods 
Happy Hour” on Tuesday, November 4, 2014. Taste local 

Chicago brews, foods and other products!!

Local food production at O’Hare International Airport includes an in-terminal urban 
aeroponic garden that generates produce used in airport restaurants and 75 on-

airport beehives that generate honey and honey-based products sold in the O’Hare 
and Midway International Airport terminals.
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Contributed by the Airports Going Green Team
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Date Event & Location

Airports Council International – North America (ACI-NA)

Dec 4-5
International Aviation Issues Seminar
Washington, DC

Mar 22-25
Environmental Affairs Conference
Vancouver, BC

American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE) 

Nov 2

ISI-Envision & USGBC LEED v4 Summit: 
Updates, New Requirements, Applicability to 
Airports – Airports Going Green
Chicago, IL

Nov 3-5
7th Annual Airports Going Green Conference 
Chicago, IL

Airport Consultants Council (ACC)

Nov 10-12
Annual Conference & Expo
Fort Myers, FL

Transportation Research Board (TRB)

Jan 11-15
94th Annual Meeting
Washington, DC

Upcoming Events 

M e e t  m e  
a t  A G G !

Newsletter Prepared by 
Ricondo & Associates, Inc.

WHAT DOES THE LLAMA SAY?? 

Join us at the 2014 Airports Going Green Conference 
for a wonderful Chicago experience! 

This year marks the 7th Annual Airports Going Green (AGG) 
Conference.  The conference will be held on November 2-5th at 
the Westin River North in Chicago, Illinois.  The conference is 
the industry's leading sustainability forum, bringing together 
aviation sustainability leaders, experts, and innovators from 
around the world (www.airportsgoinggreen.com).  

For the First Time this Year:

• Pre-Conference Summit on Airport Sustainability Rating 
Systems – Features key leadership from the U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC) and the Institute for Sustainable 
Infrastructure (ISI - Envision) [Open to all AGG registrants]

• Luncheon Keynoted by Rick Fedrizzi – Rick is the 
President, CEO and Founding Chairman of the USGBC

• Drive an Electric Vehicle – Test drive an  Nissan LEAF!

• Sustainable Foods Happy Hour! – Taste and learn about 
several local Chicago brews, foods and other products; 
participants include Lagunitas Brewery, the delicious 
Frontera Grill, local foods supplier Farm Logix, the upstart 
Revolution Brewery, the Chicago icon Goose Island, honey 
from Sweet Beginnings, and more!

• Project ‘RUNWAY’ Sustainable Fabrics Fashion Show –
In partnership with Columbia College, Southwest Airlines, 
United Airlines, Repreve, Luna Textiles, and Latino Fashion 
Week, unique and sustainable designs and products from 
repurposed aircraft seat fabrics will be modeled on the 
‘runway’ with help from fashion designer Alexander Knox 
from reality television show Project Runway.

• Zero Waste – AGG 2014 will be the industry’s first Zero 
Waste Conference!



Send Your Ideas to:

Fall 2014

Cynthia Parker, Chair  |  email cynthia.parker@phoenix.gov | tel 602.273.2730

Emily Sing, Co-Chair  |  email emily.sing@flysfo.com  |  tel 650.821.7711

Gene Peters, Technical Support  |  email epeters@ricondo.com |  tel 773.462.7333

Environmental Management 
“The Green Build” Expansion 
Project 

San Diego International 
Airport

Mitigation
West-of Bayshore San 
Francisco Garter Snake
Recovery Action Plan

San Francisco International 
Airport

Runner up: Los Angeles World Airport’s LAX Dunes 
Endangered El Segundo Blue Butterfly Recovery and Habitat 
Restoration Program

Outreach/Education/
Community Involvement 
Deicing 101-Educating 
West Michigan Program

Gerald R. Ford International 
Airport

• Runner up: Nashville International Airport’s Nashville 
Recycles Day at BNA Project

Innovative/Special Projects 
Runway 10R-28L Replacement 
Program

Port Columbus International 
Airport

• Runner up: Los Angeles World Airport’s Air Quality and 
Source Apportionment Study
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Achievement Awards annually recognize ACI-NA airport 
members that protect and preserve the environment.  
Congratulations to the following 2014 award winners:

So Long, Farewell, 
Until We Meet Again!
Contributed by Cynthia Parker, SWG 
Chair & Environmental Coordinator, 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport

We are pleased to announce the SWG is in great hands 
with incoming SWG Chair Paul Manasjan, the 
Environmental Affairs Director at San Diego County 
Regional Airport Authority.

As we turn over the responsibilities of the SWG to the 
incoming Chair and Co-Chair, we'd like to thank everyone 
for their support and encouragement on the work of the 
SWG.  We hope that the excellent collaborative newsletter 
developed by Ricondo & Associates – special call out to 
Gene Peters for all his work and to the contributing airports 
and consultants for their generosity in sharing their 
accomplishments and expertise – has brought greater 
attention to high priority areas of sustainability.  Over the 
last few years, our industry group has collaborated in the 
development of FAA’s Recycling, Reuse and Waste 
Reduction at Airports: A Synthesis Document and (new!) 
Guidance on Airport Recycling, Reuse, and Waste 
Reduction Plans; held webinars on the Institute for 
Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) Envision™ Rating System 
and the benefits of Sustainability Management / Master 
Plans; and developed problem statements and participated 
on ACRP projects including Synthesis 44: Environmental 
Management System Development Process. 

We thank you for allowing us to be a part of those efforts 
and to publicize the great work done by our collective 
membership in advancing the understanding of what it 
means to be a more sustainable industry. 

ACI-NA 2014 Environmental 
Achievement Award Winners
Contributed by the SWG Newsletter Team

Established by the ACI-NA Environmental 
Affairs Committee in 1997, the Environmental

Thank you to Cynthia, Emily, and the entire 
Newsletter Team for their contributions to this 
newsletter: Gene Peters, Casey Venzon, and 
Margaret Johnsen

For more on the ACI-NA Environmental Achievement 
Awards, visit: www.aci-na.org/content/enviromental-

acheivment-award-winners. 

Peer Recognition for 
Outstanding Individual 
Contribution & Leadership

Mary Vigilante, President 
of Synergy Consultants 


